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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Meeting of the Bureau
Online
14 October 2021
1.15 p.m. – 2.15 p.m. (UTC+2)
Item 4 of the Provisional Agenda:
Meeting venue and modality of the sixteenth session of the Committee
	Summary
Given the continuing uncertainty surrounding the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Bureau is invited to decide on the meeting venue and modality for the sixteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee, following Decision 16.COM 3.BUR 5 at the third meeting of the Bureau and an electronic exchange with members of the Committee from 8 to 13 October 2021.
Decision required: paragraph 4


1. 
The present meeting was called following the decision of the Bureau on 4 October 2021 (Decision 16.COM 3.BUR 5), which discussed where and how to convene the sixteenth session of the Committee in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
2. The Committee members were invited to express their preference between holding a presential meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka or at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris from 13 to 18 December 2021, noting that observers would have the possibility to attend in-person or to connect online for both options. The Secretariat sent a letter on 8 October 2021 to initiate the electronic exchange with all members of the Committee. It provided an explanation about each option and their associated measures based on the latest update on the health situation at the time of writing. Both options are based on the principle that decision makers – that is the twenty-four members of the Committee – shall be treated in a fair and equal manner and should therefore all be given the opportunity to participate in the session through the same modality.
3. The electronic exchange closed at noon (Paris time) on 13 October 2021. The results showed that four States Parties supported holding the meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka while nineteen preferred to hold the meeting at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris and one member was favourable to both options. The vast majority of the members of the Committee expressed a preference for meeting at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris. The results of this consultation are listed nominally by member of the Committee (with comments) in the annex.
4. The Bureau of the Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 16.COM 4.BUR 4
The Bureau,
1. Having examined document LHE/21/16.COM 4.BUR/4 and its annex,
2. Recalling Decisions 16.COM 1.BUR 3 and 16.COM 3.BUR 5,
3. Takes note of the preference expressed by the members of the Committee to hold the sixteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage [in Colombo, Sri Lanka OR at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris] from 13 to 18 December 2021;
4. Decides that the sixteenth session of the Committee take place as an in-person meeting from 13 to 18 December 2021 in [Colombo, Sri Lanka OR at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris] pending the health situation at the time and whether it permits the convening of in-person meetings.


Annex: Results of the electronic exchange with the members of the Committee
	[bookmark: _Hlk55407485]Committee Members
	Preference

	Group I

	Netherlands
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Netherlands: The Dutch government has listed Sri Lanka as a destination where one should only travel too when it is absolutely necessary. The ICH Committee meeting will not be rated as necessary travel; hence, the Dutch delegation will not be allowed to attend in person.
] 


	Sweden
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris [endnoteRef:2] [2:  Sweden: Sweden is flexible as to where the meeting is to be arranged, and we are confident that the sanitary situation in Colombo as well as in Paris allows for proper and safe modalities. As for now Sweden has no travel restrictions neither for Paris nor Colombo. However, as we have understood, other Committee members may face difficulties in attending in person, if the meeting is to be held in Sri Lanka. A meeting in Paris may thus make it possible for those Committee members to take part in the meeting on an equal basis.
] 


	Switzerland
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Switzerland: Switzerland is in favour of a physical meeting for this 16.COM, and a physical meeting that allows equitable and facilitated access for all States (Committee members and observers). In this regard, while thanking Sri Lanka for its offer to host the meeting, a meeting in Paris would be preferable. Especially because the preparation must start now.
] 


	Group II

	Azerbaijan
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Czechia
	Colombo, Sri Lanka

	Poland
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Group III

	Brazil
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Jamaica
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Jamaica: Jamaica is prepared to attend in person regardless of the option decided, but we indicate a preference for the second option, as greater logistical challenges are anticipated in travelling to Colombo, particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.
] 


	Panama
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Panama: First of all, Panama appreciates Colombo, Sri Lanka’s effort to be the headquarters to host the meeting, however, it would be complicated and costly for the Secretariat to attend, in terms of Covid 19, as well as for other Committee members. If there were any inconveniences to hold the meeting in Paris, the next best option would be to attend online, following UNESCO’s restrictions.
] 


	Peru
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Group IV

	China
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:6] [6:  China: Effective on-line connections for domestic authorities are kindly requested at the same time so as to ensure full and in-depth participation of the Committee members.
] 


	Japan
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris or Colombo, Sri Lanka[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Japan: We are favourable for both options depending on the sanitary situation. If the situation allows we will be happy to travel to Sri Lanka.
] 


	Kazakhstan
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Republic of Korea
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Sri Lanka
	Colombo, Sri Lanka[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Sri Lanka: We hope that we will be able to host the event in Sri Lanka.
] 


	Group V(a)

	Botswana
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Cameroon
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Cameroon: Option justified by:
concern for precaution given the context of the health crisis which has not yet completely passed and the uncertainties about the evolution of the virus and its variants in the coming days;
concerns about the formal preparation of several stays between the General Conference from 9 to 25 November in Paris and the Colombo Committee in December, a few days apart between both meetings;
the ‘Paris Headquarters option’ would favour a massive participation of the Cameroonian delegation. 
However, Cameroon remains open to a consensual decision.
] 


	Côte d'Ivoire
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Djibouti
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Rwanda
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	Togo
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Togo: For the reasons already stated, we believe that UNESCO Headquarters would be a good place to host the event.
] 


	Group V(b)

	Kuwait
	Colombo, Sri Lanka[endnoteRef:11] [11:  Kuwait: If the health situation allows it.
] 


	Morocco
	UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

	[bookmark: _Hlk55555148]Saudi Arabia
	Colombo, Sri Lanka[endnoteRef:12] [12:  Saudi Arabia: We would like to inform you that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as Committee Member agrees to holding an in-person meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka, if the sanitary measures allow that.] 
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